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INTRODUCTION: Is it possible that the Gospel of Jesus Christ can be summarized in just 
two words? The answer is emphatically, “yes!” When we grasp the context of Paul’s 
amazing words from God here in Ephesians 2:1-10, moving us from sin, death and doom to 
salvation and new life, great hope shines through with just two words: BUT GOD. These 
two words suggest hope for the sinner. It is the only message that holds out hope for the 
individual and a world that is dead in trespasses and sins. These two great words tell us that 
salvation is fully and completely an action of God. The contrast with sinful humanity is 
evident in these two great words. “But God” tells us He is unlike the wickedness we can 
see in humanity. He is slow to anger and abounding with GRACE towards those who 
deserve wrath. In a world full of anxiety, stress, and difficulty, our great hope and joy is 
summarized in this brief statement. This is our spiritual history but in an opposite direction. 
We usually think of the history of our lives ending in death, but this passage begins with 
spiritual death (life unconnected to God) to then being made alive (spiritual, inner life) in 
Christ. This passage from Scripture reminds us that God has entered into this state of death 
by offering hope through Christ. Our condition is not hopeless but can be changed through 
the intervention and amazing grace of a merciful God. See the good news in two wonderful 
words: But God! 
 
Ephesians 2:1-10   New Living Translation (NLT)        “Made Alive with Christ” 
“Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live 
in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the 
unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of 
us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful 
nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 BUT 
GOD is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because 
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace 
that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point 
to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of His grace and kindness 
toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved 
you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 
9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about 
it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago.” 
 

1. APART FROM CHRIST, WE WERE _________________________________. 
 

• DEAD  “you were dead” verse 1 
 

• DISOBEDIENT   “your disobedience and many sins” verse 1b -3 
 



We followed _____________________________________. 
  

We followed _____________________________________.  
 

“the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in 
the hearts of those who refuse to obey God” (verse 2) 

 

We followed our own DESIRES and sinful nature (what is inside us). 
• DOOMED   

          “By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.” Verse 3 
 

2.  WITH CHRIST, WE ARE __________________________________________. 
 

• BUT GOD!! The turning point for us all. 
 

• GOD’S ________________________. (2:4-7) 
 

“rich in mercy”, “loved us so much”, “gave us life”, “by God’s grace you have been 
saved”, “raised us from the dead”, “seated us with Him”, “we are united with Christ 
Jesus”, “Incredible wealth of His grace and kindness toward us”. 
 

• GOD’S ________________________. (2:5-8) 
 

“gave us life”, “you have been saved”, “raised us from the dead”, “seated us with Him”, 
“we are united with Christ Jesus”, “Incredible wealth of His grace and kindness toward 
us”, “God saved you by His grace when you believed”. 
 

3. IN CHRIST, WE ARE _____________________________________________. 
 

When I look at my life, I don’t necessarily see everything right, orderly, and beautiful. I 
don’t see perfection. When we see ourselves, we tend to see our flaws and failures. We see 
so many things that need to change. But God says, you are my work of art. I see what you 
are becoming. YOU ARE MY MASTERPIECE! 
 

John Newton testified: “I am not what I ought to be. Ah! How imperfect and deficient! I 
am not what I wish to be. I abhor what is evil, and I would cleave to what is good. I am not 
what I hope to be. Soon, soon, I shall put off mortality, and with mortality all sin and 
imperfection. Yet, though I am not what I ought to be, nor what I wish to be, nor what I 
hope to be, I can truly say, I am not what I once was-a slave to sin and Satan. And I can 
heartily join with the apostle, and acknowledge, ‘By the grace of God, I am what I am.'” 
 

 
SONG: YOUR GRACE STILL AMAZES ME 
(verse 1) My faithful Father, enduring friend. Your tender mercy's like a river with no end.  
It overwhelms me, covers my sin. Each time I come into your presence I stand in wonder 
once again. 
(chorus) Your grace still amazes me. Your love is still a mystery. Each day I fall on my 
knees. 'Cause Your grace still amazes me. Your grace still amazes me                                                        
(verse 2) Oh patient Savior, You make me whole. You are the author and the healer of my 
soul. What can I give You, Lord what can I say? I know there's no way to repay You only 
to offer You my praise!  



(Bridge) It's deeper, it's wider, it's stronger, it's higher (2); Than anything my eyes can see. 
 
  



REMIX Study Guide: 
 
Open your group in prayer and remember that this is only a guide. Feel free to discuss each 
of the provided questions in the message notes, or simply dive deeper into just one.  
 
Before you close with prayer, take a few minutes to look over the Three Essential 
Questions at the end of the document. 

REMIX: Questions for today’s Ephesians 2:1-10. 

Notice the links on our website for helpful information about hosting or guiding a REMIX 
discussion. You will find “Tips for hosting a REMIX group or class”, suggested schedule 
for the class, and directions for the class. These notes will be helpful in setting up your 
REMIX. Here are some questions beyond the notes: 

1. How do you think a typical unbeliever today would respond to this 
description of a non-Christian: “dead”, “live in sin”, obey the devil”, and 
“follow the passionate desires of our sinful nature”? 
 

2. Why are the words ‘But God” so sweet? 
 
3. Have you passed from death to life, or are you either ignoring eternity or 

trusting your own efforts to take you there? Do you need the God of Grace 
to give you life in Christ? 

 
4. What do you think is the relationship between grace and works (2:10)? 
 
5. How could verse 10 transform mundane or boring tasks which you do in the 

course of your everyday life? 
 
6. What does it mean to you to be God’s masterpiece? Be specific. 
 

Three Essential Questions 
 

The following questions are intended to be open-ended and encourage members to 
consider how they felt and what they, or the group, can do as a result of hearing the 
message! 
 

1. What did you hear? What point in this message was most impactful for you? 
 

2. What do you think? How did this message challenge, change, or affirm your 
thinking? 

 
3. What will you do? How will you or your group put into practice what you have 

learned today? 
 


